Acts 7:55-56

Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit,
looked up to heaven and saw

the glory of God, and Jesus standing
at the right hand of God.
“Look," he said, I see heaven
open & the Son of Man

standing at
N et
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S |_', Office Hours

Membership: We extend our hands
and hearts in Christian Fellowship.
Longtime residents or newly arrived,
contact the parish office to register.
. Membresia: Extendemos nuestras manos
.y corazones en Cofradia Cristiana. Los
. residentes o recién llegados, péngase en

Catholic Marriage: Marriage preparation
required. Contact the parish at least
9 months in advance. Two additional
months’ notice for wedding in another
country. If you plan on getting married,
always contact the church before booking
a reception site or setting a date.

. contacto con la oficina de la parroquia
| para registrarse. :

Infant Baptism: Offered once a month
in English and Spanish. Baptism
preparation required. Parents must be
registered members of St. Stephen. No

baptisms in December.

Bautismo Infantil: Se ofrece una vez§
. al mes en inglés y espariol. Se requiere .
¢ preparacién para Bautismo. Los padres

Matrimonio Catdlico: Preparacion Matri-
monial requerido. Comuniquese con la
parroquia por lo menos con 9 meses de
anticipacion. Dos meses de antelacion
adicionales para la boda en otro pais. Si
planea casarse, péngase siempre en contacto
con la iglesia antes de reservar un lugar de
recepcion o fijar una fecha.

RCIA: Sessions open to those interested
in learning about or renewing their
connection to the Catholic Faith.

. deben ser miembros registrados de San : :
: ¢ RICA: Sesiones abiertas a aquellos interesados
. en aprendizaje o renovacion de su conexion




RCIA: Come join us Wednesday, Feb.
21st at 7:00pm. Topic: “Introduction to
Morality / Conscience” led by Dcn. Rob
Phillips. All are welcome!

ST SSBC: The St.  Stephen
U\ Benevolent  Conference  will
host a soup dinner on Friday,
March 1st in the Parish Life

S,

Stations of the Cross, beginning
at5:30 p.m. This is a great way to grow in faith
and fellowship with your parish community
this Lenten season.

Collection for the Church in Central and
Eastern Europe: On February 17 & 18, 2024,
we will take up the Collection for the Church
in Central and Eastern Europe. This collection
supports the Church in more than 25
countries that struggle to recover from former
communist rule. It also aids communities
throughout the region that are affected by the
war in Ukraine.

Funds support pastoral care, catechesis,
renovations, and seminary formation. Your
support restores the Church and builds the
future in this region.

Please prayerfully consider how you can
support the collection next week. You can
find more information at www.usccb.org/
ccee. #iGiveCatholicTogether (https://uscch.
igivecatholictogether.org/organizations/
usccbchurch-in-central-and-eastern-europe)
also accepts funds for this collection if you
prefer to donate online.

Colecta para la Iglesia en Europa Central
y del Este: Los dias 17 y 18 de febrero de 2024
emprenderemos la Colecta para la Iglesia en
Europa Central y del Este. Esta colecta apoya a
la Iglesia en mds de 25 paises que luchan por
recuperarse del antiguo régimen comunista.
También ayuda a las comunidades de toda la
regién afectadas por la guerra en Ucrania.

Los fondos apoyan la atencién pastoral, la
catequesis, las renovaciones y la formacion en el
seminario. Su apoyo restaura la Iglesia y construye
el futuro en esta region.

Por favor considere en oracion cémo puede
apoyar la colecta la préxima semana. Puede
encontrar mds informacion en  www.usccb.
org/ccee.  #iGiveCatholicTogether — (httpsy//
usccb.igivecatholictogether.org/organizations/
usccbchurch-in-central-and-eastern-europe)
también se aceptan fondos para esta coleccion si
prefiere donar en linea.

Lenten
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2024 Lenten Mission: Lentisn't just about
giving up something, it’s also about doing
something. It's about taking the time to
grow closer to Christ, and taking action in
our lives to build a better relationship with
Him. It's about understanding what our
Lord did for us, and about letting His peace
flourish within us. Our Lenten Mission this
year is about all of that - dealing with real
life, with all its ups and downs, and how our
faith is center to it all.

We're pleased to announce that on
Friday, February 23rd, from 5:00pm to
8:30pm, we will hold a Mission, focusing
on Suffering and Healing, led by Dc. Ken
Hunter. It will be hosted in the Parish
Life Center (PLC). Although not geared
towards young children, all are welcome.
Dinner will be provided. Lenten Stations of
the Cross will be conducted at 5pm as part
of the Mission. Therefore, there will not be
a 5:30pm Stations of the Cross.

Consider this “mini-retreat” as a time
for you. Consider it as an investment in
yourself.

Stations of the Cross: Will be offered
each Friday during Lent. Stations will be
in English at 5:30pm (5:00pm Rosary) and
Spanish at 7:00pm (6:30pm Rosary.)

Feb. 23: Rosary 5:00pm; 5:30pm Stations
of the Cross Hosted by Dc. Ken Hunter;
Lenten Mission 6:00pm.

Mar. 1: Rosary 5:00pm; 5:30pm Stations
led by SSBC, following with Soup Dinner.

Mar. 8: Rosary 5:00pm; 5:30pm Stations
led by Catholic Kids, following with dinner.

Mar. 15: Rosary 5:00pm; 5:30pm Stations
led by Impact, following with dinner.

Mar. 22: Rosary 5:00pm; 5:30pm Stations
led by Knights of Columbus, following with
Fish Fry.

Via Crucis: Se ofrecerdn todos los viernes durante la
Cuaresma. Las estaciones serdn en inglés a las 5:30 p.
m. (5:00 p. m. Rosario) y en espanol a las 7:00 p. m.
(6:30 p. m. Rosario).

23 de Feb.: Ministerio Eucaristico
3demar.: Amory Respeto

8 de mar.: Acomodadores

15 de mar.: Coro

23 de marzo.: Rosario Dominical

Catholic Kids Pot Painting: Come join us
Sunday, Feb. 25th from11:00am-2:00pm.
Painting supplies & lunch will be provided. $5
per pot/painter.

Please email Marta Hernandez mhernandez@
ststephenbentonville.com for more information.

Ninios Catdlicos Pintan Macetas: Domingo, 25
de feb. de 11:00am-2:00pm. $5 por maceta/pintor.
Se proporcionardn pintura y almuerzo.  Envie un
correo electrénico a Marta Hernandez mhernandez@
ststephenbentonville.com para reservar su maceta
antes del 2/16/2024.

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY
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heginning March 13, 2024

STORIES OF 12 AMAZING WOMEN OF THE BIBLE
Wednesday Evenings from 6:00-7:15 pm
(other days/times may be available, please inquire)

Join via ZOOM from the comfort & privacy of your own space.
Video not required if you wish to remain anonymous.

To register, call or text
CONFIDENTIALLY
501-663-0996
or email
\ ¥ projectracheladolr.org

; Please register by March 6, 2024
This Bible Study is FREE.
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SEEKERS

Creative Services Specialist:  Arkansas
Catholic seeks a Creative Services Specialist to
design and produce Arkansas Catholic and all
digital and print products for the department.

Qualifications include at least two years’

experience in the newspaper or magazine
industry. The Creative Services Specialist has
an office at St. John Center, the most beautiful
workplace in Little Rock. A hybrid schedule is
possible. This is a full-time, 40-hours-a-week
position that includes health and dental
insurance, retirement plan, paid time off and
sick leave.

For a complete job description, visit https://
bit.ly/ac-creative-job or email editor Malea
Hargett at mhargett@dolr.org. A cover letter,
resume and work samples are required to

apply.

Catholics Returning Home:  Catholics
Returning Home is a six-week series that starts
April 4. Week 1: Welcome, Overview of the
Series, Faith Sharing Week 2: Sharing Stories
of Faith Week 3: The Church Today: Changes
since Vatican Il Week 4: Explanation of the
Mass Week 5: Explanation of the Sacrament
of Reconciliation (Confession) Week 6:
Explanation of the Nicene Creed “Which one
of you, having a hundred sheep and losing
one of them, does not leave the ninety-ninein
the wilderness and go after the one that is lost
until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays
it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found my sheep that was lost. Just
so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.” Gospel of St. Luke, 15:3-7

Where? St. Raphael Catholic Church -
1386 S. West End Street, Springdale At the
intersection of Sunset Avenue (Hwy 412) and
West End Street Starting

When? Thursday, April 4 at 6:30 p.m.
Indoor signs will direct you to Faith Hall. No
reservation is required.

All you have to do is come. For more
information, call the parish office:
479-756-6711.

LENTEN
FASTING & ¢

Fasting Abstinence

How do we fast?

When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal,
as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal
to a full meal.

Am | excused from fasting and abstinence?

Those that are excused from fast and abstinence outside
the age limits include the physically or mentally ill
including individuals suffering from chronic illnesses such
as diabetes. Also excluded are pregnant or nursing
women.

For more information on fasting and abstinence, visit uscch.org.
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5 Short Prayers for Lent: If you don't

have a lot of time to set aside to pray or
feel like you have the right words to pray,
don't worry! God knows your heart and
any length of prayer is powerful! These
short prayers can be used daily or during
moments of reflection and meditation
throughout the Lenten season to enhance
your spiritual journey.

Prayer for Repentance: “Dear Lord,
during this Lenten season, help me to
recognize my sins and turn my heart
toward you in genuine repentance. Grant
me the strength to make amends and grow
in your grace. Amen.”

Prayer for Guidance: “Heavenly Father,
as | embark on this Lenten journey, guide
my steps and illuminate my path with your
wisdom. May your Word be a lamp to my
feet and a light to my soul. In Jesus’ name,

| pray.

Prayer for Spiritual Renewal: “Lord Jesus,
during Lent, | seek spiritual renewal and a
deeper connection with you. Fill me with
your Holy Spirit, cleanse my heart, and
draw me closer to your love and grace.
Amen!

Prayer for Self-Denial: “Gracious God, as |
practice self-denial during Lent, may | grow
in humility and reliance on you. Help me to

turn away from worldly distractions and focus
on your presence and purpose. Amen.”

Prayer for Compassion: “Dear God, during
this Lenten season, open my heart to the
needs of others. May | reflect your love and
compassion in my actions, serving those who
are suffering or in need. In Jesus'name, | pray.
Amen.” Source: crosswalk.com
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Parish Communications
Comunicacion Parrioqual
Phone 479-273-1240
Fax -479-464-0969
E-mail - ststephen@ststephenbentonville.com
Website ----ststephenbentonville.com
Social---facebook.com/ststephen.church
Formed -~ - https://formed.org/signup

Bulletin Deadline: Tue. 12:00 PM
(5 days prior to publication date.)
Email articles to:
bulletin@ststephenbentonville.com

Fecha limite del Boletin: Martes a las
12:00 PM (5 dias antes de la fecha de
publicacion). Envie articulos a:
bulletin@ststephenbentonville.com



Church Operations for February
Operating Expenses $181,747

The traditional hallmarks of Lenten
devotion have beew prayer, fasting

Growth Fund Progress

Goal: $500000

100%
and abmsgiving. n the spirit of Lent, 20%
may we ,be wLL/L’m@ to give of ourselves 80%
sacvificially tn all these areas.
T0%
60%
50%
40%
Revenue Month-to- | Monthly
30%
Date Goal
- 20%
Stewardship | $166,671 $135,000 10%
& Other
Growth $11,090 $21,000
Fund

Scripture Readings for 2/25/2024
Gn 22:1-2,9a, 10-13,15-18
Ps116(115):10,15,16-17,18-19
Rom 8:31b-34

Mk 9:2-10

Scan QR Code to create a profile and
give online today!
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Annulment Advocates: ...
Natural Family Planning: -
Columbarium Chairperson: -

....Joe & Rose Hartnett 479-855-2344
- Emily Appeldorn 479-466-5321
- CharlotteChampagne 479-531-9345

Mass Intentions for the Week

Saturday, Feb. 17
5:00PM  Maria Nhu Bui T &Peter Thong Le t

Sunday, Feb. 18
7:45AM Parishioners/Feligreses
10:00AM Rolland Sutton T
11:45AM Emmanuel Pérez t
5:00PM  Emily Shann T

Monday, Feb. 19
12:00PM Margarita Mejia

Tuesday, Feb. 20
12:00PM  Paul Vonnegut t

Wednesday, Feb. 21
12:00PM Martha Blevins t

Thursday, Feb. 22
12:00PM  Tamara Blevinson & Family

Friday, Feb. 23
12:00PM John Doyle Teague T
Saturday, Feb. 24
5:00PM  Lichti Family
Sunday, Feb. 25

7:45AM Terry Madson t$
10:00AM Parishioners/Feligreses
11:45AM Pedro MiraménT & Estila Maya T

Parish Council: = pcouncil@ststephenbentonville.com 500PM  Emily Shann 1
St. Stephen Benevolent Conference: ... 479-696-9361 ’ iafl el
Eucharistic Minister | Eucharistic Minister | Eucharistic Minister .

Lector HEM & Vessels Host Cup Usher Lock Up Altar Server Sacristan & Vessels
etk Michael Janick Bryan Bacon Pam Gander-EMC | Susan McDaniel Steve Saulshery Bryan Bacon Jackson Coco Bryan Bacon
Feb Y (Both Readings, -HOST (1) (@) (A-B) Emma Coco

eb, 24 Petitions, and Jill Saulsbery -EMC | Jack McDaniel (C2) | Clayton Akehurst John Harrington
5:00 PM Announcements) -HOST (2) (@] Rosalina Cox
JackKelley (D-E)
NOT FILLED (F)
Suick Tom Stawicki Chris NOTFILLED-EMC- | Peggy Estes (C1) Bruce Peterson NOTFILLED Bruce Peterson
Feb Vi (Both Readings, 0’Shaughnessy HOST (1) Christina Baker (C2) | (A-B) Fiona Koll
eb. 25 Petitions, and Kira Gerard Davenport NOT FILLED
7:45 AM Announcements) 0'Shaughnessy - (@]
EMC-HOST (2) Greg Woodell (D-E)
Karen Howard (F)
ik Ramon Portilla Mary Kate Dcn. Ken Hunter - Diedra or Steven Mark Kreuter (A-B) Steven Zink Kathryn Gough
Feb Vi (Both Readings, Beckham EMC-HOST (1) Dourth (C1) Steve Harrington Kai Keller
eb. 25 Petitions, and Bruce Beckham - Pam Willis (C2) (@] Alex Shoemaker
10:00 AM Announcements) EMC-HOST (2) Kevin Clemens Brecklyn Keller
(D-E)
Tim Koch (F)
ik Rosalba Ortiz Mirna Serrano Brenda Cruz-EMC | Héctor Rangel (C1) | José Ortiz (A-B) Aldo Trujillo Mirna Serrano
Feb Vi (Todas Lecturas - Comunion (A) Ricardo Almaraz Maria Dalia Lépez Alondra Nifio-
eb. 25 y Peticiones y Noel Pérez - EMC - @) (@] Pérez
11:45PM Anuncios) Comunion (B) Julidn Serrano (C4) | Victor Lopez (D-E) Christian Pérez
Olga Serrano (C6) NOT FILLED (F) Rick Almaras
ik Chris Davis Cary Richard Cathy Townzen - Susan Davis (C1) David Power (A-B) Cary Richard Brian Ganey Sherri MacLean
Feb Vi (Both Readings, EMC-HOST (1) Catherine Garner Rob Brothers (C) Brennan Ganey
eb. 25 Petitions, and Katie Morris - EMC | (C2) NOT FILLED (D-E)
5:00PM Announcements) -HOST (2) NOT FILLED (F)




